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ONE MIGHTY OOPS

What a disaster the oil leak is in the Gulf of Mexico, which at time of writing still frustrates
all efforts to bring it under control. For a couple of months now we have seen heart-
wrenching scenes of birds coated in oil, to say nothing of the less visible effects on the
livelihood of fishermen and others.

For BP it is a catastrophe both in direct financial terms and to its image. But what is
sickening is all the finger-pointing. It's laughable the way the Republican right in the States
is blaming Obama for not fixing it, indeed even causing it, when their mantra is less
government in the lives of the American people.

But ultimately, who’s really to blame? Sorry to say this but it's you and me, assuming, | hasten to say, that you
use your share of oil. Our addiction to oil is forcing oil exploration companies to drill baby drill further and further
off shore. (This well is 1.5 kilometres deep, and that's deeeeeeep.) So if something goes wrong it's a problem
indeed.

Below: two cartoons courtesy of About.com political humour guide.




NUCLEAR-POWERED SHIPS AND GREEDY CABINET MINISTERS

Following on from that, | was at a conference in Auckland a couple of weeks back and Green co-leader Russell
Norman was there and so | sought an introduction because | wanted to ask him something. In an early Over the
Fence | made reference to the fact that the US had sent a Nimitz-class nuclear-powered aircraft carrier to the Haiti
earthquake disaster area to act as an off-shore air base. What, | wondered if such a catastrophe hit, say,
Wellington and the US President rang our Prime Minster with the same offer. Would the answer be: “Thanks, but
no thanks... didn’t you know, we’ve got a ban on your nuclear-powered vessels?”

So in such a God-forbidding case what would Norman’s advice to the PM be? He hedged: “It's extremely unlikely
that there would be such a situation.” Yeah, yeah, but just say. Well, he reluctantly conceded that in that case “it
would be logical to suspend it — and hope that there wouldn’t be a reactor meltdown”. Aw, come on. The
Americans have been nuclear powering their warships since the 1950s — remember the remarkable passage of
the USS Nautilus (launched in 1954) across the North Pole under the ice cap in 1958? As far as | am aware the
US Navy'’s safety record of these so-powered vessels has been virtually perfect. Anyway, | pointed out that there
was a sort of meltdown currently in the Mexican Gulf involving an alternative form of fuel, but he spotted someone
he knew and left my company. (In some parts of the world, by the way, the Green movement is starting to
concede that nuclear power is to be taken seriously as a clean energy.)

So The Americans can stay away as far as we are concerned, oh, except of course in the case of real need. The
hypocrisy of it!

There were other MPs at this conference. The Labour Party was represented by Shane Jones. This was the first
time that | had laid eyes on the guy, and | was thinking that being that he had been anointed by the media as the
likely successor to their leader Phil Goff | might be looking at a future Prime Minister. Well, that was then. Yes,
indeed, ‘a week in politics is a long time’. A rooster eyeing up the top roost today; feather duster tomorrow.

Thank God for a free media. We much disparage it — the competence of it anyway, if not the reality — but what
would those in power get away with without it?

The first Labour Government (1935-49) may not have been to everyone’s taste, especially farmers (although many
did vote for it), but it has been well endorsed by history. Those that made it up were real characters, brought up
the hard way, driven by conviction and dedicated to their cause. Can you imagine those guys abusing the system
like we have just seen? Then, by the way, MPs’ salaries were in the vicinity of $600 per annum, barely a living
income and for them not supplemented by other sources. Today MPs are paid a fair wage, and plenty of perks to
help. This has lead to a sense of entitlement that in the examples of those in the fifth Labour Government that we
have just become aware of, is breathtaking. Such is the decline in ethical standards.

As | see it there should be two factors in play here:

1. All ministerial card expenditure should be available for public scrutiny without invoking the
Official Information Act.

2. All non-ministerial related expenditure is paid with their personal credit cards.
That is, no option to pay back personal expenditure on the ministerial card.

The most pathetic defence came from Jim Anderton who whined, “It’s just silly to think you’re going to carry a
number of cards and pay for this on one and that on another.” Rubbish! It's administratively simpler and morally
cleaner.

WOMEN IN POLITICS

Last week primary elections were held many states in the US (where candidates are elected to represent their




parties in the elections later in the year). It was a triumph for women candidates and 2010 is being dubbed ‘the
year of the woman’. (In addition, for the first time in US history there are more women in the workforce than men.)

| think that here in New Zealand we have well removed the issue of gender from consideration in public
representation, and this is just as it should be as, quite apart from equality of opportunity, it doubles the talent
pool. In my experience in governance the women are just like the men in that they come in all forms. Some are
competent while others aren’t; some hard working while others aren’t; some are generous of spirit and principled
while others less so.

| believe that the first woman elected to public office in Hawke’s Bay was Mrs Sybil Ballantyne, who became a
Hastings Borough Councillor in 1953. (Dr and Mrs Ballantyne lived in Stoneycroft Homestead.) It is true that
there are still fewer women councillors, mayors and MPs, but that is not a comment of public prejudice but
perhaps on female aspirations. But caution tells me that this is where | move on to a subject I'm more competent
to write about.

TREES OF HAWKEGO&6S BAY

Morton Bay Fig 1 ficus macrophylla

An unusual tree to be found in Hawke’s Bay is the Morton Bay Fig (Ficus macrophylla), a native of Australia,
ranging coastwise from northern Queensland to northern New South Wales. Being frost tender it is also only
found here close to the coast. A good example is on the northern side of Clive Square, but perhaps the most
impressive stand-alone example in New Zealand is in the grounds of Kennedy Park. Being a spreading tree it
needs plenty of room. An unusual collection of the species is on the avenue leading to the homestead of Clifton
Station.

A Morton Bay Fig at Clive Square showing extraordinary A fine Morton Bay Fig at the Kennedy Park Resort.
above-ground root development.

WELL SAID

| suspect that there are a few quotes attributable to Winston Churchill that he never uttered, but he seems like a
suitable body to hang them on. In the last Over the Fence | quoted what | have no doubt were genuine ones, but
subsequently an Old Timer with a grand sense of humour (my father-in-law actually) told one which | think may be
suspect, but who cares?

One night after a few drinks were had, a woman went up to Churchill and, pocking him in the stomach, said,



“Winston, if that belly was on a woman she would be pregnant”.

Churchill’s rejoinder; “It was, and she is!”




