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WATER – A BALANCED VIEW 

No reasonable person will argue the importance of water – its availability and quality.  

Water has been getting bad press in recent times, including in Hawke‟s Bay.  This country 

and this region are truly blessed with our water resources and, like all things in abundance; 

we‟ve taken it for granted.  (Well okay, right now we‟ve got too much of it.)  Over a 

relatively short time, due especially to the up-surge in irrigation, it has become an 

increasingly contested resource.  This has caused much debate and controversy around 

New Zealand, nowhere more so than in Canterbury, which has 70% percent of the nation‟s 

allocated water. 
 

Accordingly recreational and ecological interests have started to actively challenge the allocation and its process. 

Against this are primary industries that want more to increase production.  Rationing this precious resource is 

contentious indeed, and understandably, many feel aggrieved.  It‟s going to intensify.  On the one hand irrigators 

must realise that the days where it was there for the taking have long gone.  On the other side those that want the 

water left in the waterways must appreciate that the standard of living they enjoy is boosted by the production of 

the land, much of it from irrigated crops. 

What doesn‟t serve the issue are irrational and abusive comments too frequently reverted to by stakeholders.  We 

need considered and informed debate made in an atmosphere of respect for other points of view.  An example of 

this is to be found in an article which appeared in The National Business Review of July 9 headed Water wins 

lucky country tag.  The author is not a politician but Jacqueline Rowarth, Professor of Pastoral Agriculture, 

Massey University.  The following is a précis of the article. 

“The Ministry for the Environment states that „by environmental standards fresh water in NZ is both abundant and 

clean‟.  This is supported by the ranking of Yale University‟s Environmental Performance Index (EPI).  On the 

water quality index NZ is second only to Iceland (assessed before the volcanic activity).  

Water quality is a critical indicator for measuring ecosystem health and includes measurements of dissolved 

oxygen, acidity, electrical conductivity, total nitrogen and total phosphorous.  

The parameters are used because they are good indicators of algal growth and nutrient pollution, and are reported 

in the same way in many counties, allowing comparison.  

New Zealand can stand behind external and independent assessment of being “clean and green”. 

Admittedly there are hot spots where water quality is not ideal.  These have received media attention because 

protecting water resources, and improving them where necessary, is important for sustaining economic growth, 

natural environment, cultural heritage and health and well-being of people and animals.  

Shame and blame has been the approach ï but the result has been the erosion of image that could do damage to 



our exports and tourism. [Italics mine] 

As a proportion of total water resources, New Zealand‟s water use is small – less than 2% (in comparison with the 

UK at 21% and the OECD average of 12%).  But irrigation requirements have increased hugely in the last 20 

years, and fresh water abstraction is now high (approximately 1470 cu m per capita per year) just behind the US 

(1730), and ahead of Australia (1300). 

All rural areas are facing challenges with water quality because of contaminants associated with runoff, farm 

drains and leaching.  The contaminants are a by-product of agricultural production and research is providing ways 

of minimising the contamination – but it takes time not only to develop new technologies but also to get them 

working on-farm. 

Luckily most NZ farmers are technologically literate and quick to adopt anything that optimises production. 

Because of this, large improvements in water management have been achieved in many areas and collaborative 

approaches such as those suggested by the Otago RC will achieve the next steps.  In the meantime, when the 

clean green statements are challenged, the water quality index of the EPI indicates that NZ is cleaner and greener 

than most other countries in the world. 

Collaboration is the key to ensuring that clean and green does lead to liquid gold and NZ maximises potential to 
become truly the lucky country.” 

THE DAYLIGHT ATHEIST 

After WW2 eight returned soldiers were settled in the Hautope 

„rehab‟ block at Tamumu.  They‟ve all gone, but of the second 

generation there is one full time survivor, and myself, more of 

the weekend nature.  

My contemporary is John Foster, who rather late in life has 

established a theatrical reputation of great note.  Can he now 

be regarded as Hawke‟s Bay‟s Richard Burton?  Burton of 

course will be remembered as a husband of Elizabeth Taylor; 

nothing unusual about that, although he was the only one who 

was game to take her on a second time. (Taylor was married 

eight times and divorced seven. One died before she had a 

chance to ditch him.) John is married to Sandy – end of story. 

A couple of months ago John performed a one man show 

called The Daylight Atheist at Waipukurau‟s Little Theatre.  

This was written by cartoonist Tom Scott and is the story of his 

insufferable father.  Every night John received a standing 

ovation, the only time this has happened in memory at the Little 

Theatre.  On the 12th to 21st of August John is performing The 

Daylight Atheist at Napier‟s Little Theatre.  I recommend it.  

(Middle of Lambing?  No worries – John runs dry stock.) 

 

 
    Hautopeôs two survivors. 

IMAGINATIVE FRAUD 

This from The London Times via a friend.  Is it true?  I wasn‟t game to check it out in case it spoilt a good story. 

Outside England‟s Bristol Zoo there is a parking lot for 150 cars and 8 buses.  For 25 years, its parking fees were 



managed by a very pleasant attendant.  The fees were £1 for cars ($1.40), £5 for buses. 

Then, one day, after 25 solid years of never missing a day of work, he just didn't show up; so the Zoo 

Management called the City Council and asked it to send them another parking agent.  The Council did some 

research and replied that the parking lot was the Zoo's own responsibility.  The Zoo advised the Council that the 

attendant was a City employee.  The City Council responded that the lot attendant had never been on the City 

payroll.   

Meanwhile, sitting in his villa somewhere on the coast of Spain or France or Italy ... is a man who'd apparently had 

a ticket machine installed completely on his own and then had simply begun to show up every day, commencing 

to collect and keep the parking fees, estimated at about $560 per day -- for 25 years.    

Assuming 7 days a week, this amounts to just over $7 million ...... and no one even knows his name.  

This brings to mind some other cases 

In the 1950s there was a chronic shortage of new cars, especially big heavy American models favoured by back 

country farmers, and front country ones too if they could afford them, which they often could.  The rationing of 

these vehicles was an on-going issue with Federated Farmers of the era. 

The story goes of a bloke who parked a new Ford V8 on a vacant lot in the middle of Invercargill behind a sign 

that read £100 deposit will secure this model in the next shipment.  Putting one across a Southland cockie, 

one imagines, would not be easy, but then they were desperate for a Yankee car.  After collecting quite a number 

of deposits the lot was seen once again to be vacant.  Neither the bloke nor the V8 have been seen since. 

Another 

Back in the bad old days on the NZ waterfront there was quite a degree of pilfering.  Definitely quite a degree. 

There was a case at one port where a wharfie would pass through the security gate at knock-off time with a 

wheelbarrow load of cast-off dunnage – for the fire was his plausible, and probably truthful, explanation.  This 

happened every day for several weeks.  Until, that is, security was notified of the theft of a line of wheelbarrows. 

And another 

The old government officers in Wellington, the largest wooden building in the Southern Hemisphere and a few 

years ago magnificently restored, is, or perhaps was, a confusing labyrinth of small rooms and hallways.  It is 

reputed that a public servant spent the full forty years of his service within, known to no one other than the 

paymaster. 

Enough! 

TREES OF HAWKE’S BAY 

Sequoia Sempervirons – the Coastal Redwoods  

This is one of the most majestic species in the world, native to California south of San Francisco.  It is the tallest 

plant, the tallest individual specimen being just short of 100 metres.  It is now being grown increasingly 

commercially throughout the world, including New Zealand, but unlike the unfussy radiata, is quite site specific, 

needing deep, moist soil for good growth, which can be very good, providing millable timber in maybe 40 years. 

The name „redwood‟ carries a great amount of prestige in the US and elsewhere, a huge marketing advantage, 

especially as lumber from old growth forests dries up.  

The oldest redwoods I know of in Hawke‟s Bay are in a small stand on the property of Ted Bibby, of Onga Onga, 

planted in 1900 by his grandfather, and in an ideal location alongside a stream.  But a much larger stand is that in 

Te Mata Park, planted by that great tree loving family, the Chambers in, I believe, 1936.  This is also an ideal 

location because, although in a low rainfall area, an underground stream runs through the stand which is in a 



small basin.  Soil is ancient alluvium and therefore free draining, but with moisture constantly available lower down 

to sustain these mighty trees.  Another stand runs up a stream alongside the access track from the Tauroa  Road 

car park, planted about 1956.  They are doing very well.  

Reputedly the biggest redwoods in the world outside the natural range are those at Rotorua, planted around 1905. 

Some are two metres through.  The soils and climate are ideal for them, and consequently there is a fair under 

story of ferns etc., unlike the Te Mata stand under which there is no vegetation but a beautiful carpet of leaf litter. 

One Saturday afternoon while my wife was doggedly walking the Rotorua Marathon I went for a walk into the 

redwoods.  I was impressed at the number of people visiting and their tidy dress.  I soon found the reason when I 

walked right into a wedding.  The Te Mata grove would be a magnificent place for a wedding, and I understand 

that some are held there.  But the bride would need to be brought in by an ATV (All Terrain Vehicle). 

 

Ted Bibby proudly stands in front of his Redwoods. 

 

Te Mata Redwoods. 

WELL SAID 

Rigorous academic standards in Pakistan.  A story from the New York Times recently on a scandal in Pakistan, 
where numerous government officials are accused of holding fraudulent academic credentials says this: “A degree 
is a degree,” said Nawab Aslam Raisani, the chief minister of Baluchistan Province and an ally of President Asif 
Ali Zardari. “Whether fake or genuine, it‟s a degree.  It makes no difference.” 

 LAST WORD 

For copies of previous newsletters and other information, take a look at my website: 

www.overthefence.org.nz 

Cheers 

Ewan Mac 

 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/z/asif_ali_zardari/index.html?inline=nyt-per
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